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BASIS  OF  FUBIJCATIOK 


This  series  of  Papers  is  issued  under  the  auspices  of 
a  Committee  drawn  from  various  Christian  bodfet  and  poUtloal 
parties  aad  ii  bMad  OB  the  foltoirfiig  «m^f^^ 
1.  That  Gw»t  Britabi  wtm  in  August  monUy  bound  to 
deolare  war  and  is  no  lew  bound  to  o«ny  the  war 

to  a  decisive  issue  ;   ^ 

2  That  the  war  is  none  the  lem  an  outcome  and  a  tevela- 
tkmoftheim^Sirirtianprinoiplet  which  have  dominated 

the  life  of  Western  Christendom  and  of  which  both  tiie 
Church  and  the  nations  have  need  to  repent ; 

3.  That  followers  of  Christ,  as  members  of  the  Canooh,  ate 

Hnked  to  one  another  in  a  lellowri^  wlilcli  tmwodi 
all  divisions  of  nationality  or  race  ; 

4.  That  the  Christian  duties  of  love  and  forgiveness  are 

as  binding  in  time  of  war  as  in  time  of  peace ; 
6.  That  Christians  aie  bonnd  to  xeeogi^  the  inralBoiMiey 
(rf  mese  compolalon  for  overcoming  evil  and  to  place 
supreme  reliance  upon  spiritual  forces  and  in  particular 
upon  the  power  and  method  of  the  Cross ; 

6.  That  only  in  proportion  as  Christian  principles  difltete 

the  terms  of  settlement  will  a  xeal  and  lasting  peace 
be  secured ; 

7.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  make  an  altogether 

new  effort  to  reaUze  and  apply  to  all  the  relations 
of  liie  its  own  po<idtive  idei^  of  btothwhood  and 
fellowship ; 

8.  That  with  God  all  things  are  possible. 
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BEBNHABDISM  IK  ENGLAND 


Oknxbal  Bebkhabdi  is  not  merely,  as  many  of  our 
newspapers  seem  to  think,  a  bad  man  who  hates  England 
more  even  than  other  Germans.  He  does  not,  in  his  bocdu, 
show  any  virulent  hatred  of  England;  and  his  mannen, 
when  he  spealoi  ol  loneign  nations,  ms  tlioae  of  m  woU&n 
ittther  tk  >     ^  miMiisl.  His  doekiino,  in  hot,  to  qoI, 
Mlwpm   H        dooftiiB»  of  hftlied,  but  zaiber  ft  doc- 
tecfaM.of  wiu.  .  'jr  liim  oonflkto  bolnvm  tho  nations  aie 
at  feasl  for  (hose  jislioos  that  aie  strong 
OBongbto  figlitGraniany:  and,  since  thsy  an  ineyitable, 
the  tMei  pditlcal  Tirtne  for  him  eonstots  in  accepting  the 
faMvilable,  in  preparing  for  it,  and  in  forcing  it  to  happen 
at  the  moment  most  favourable  to  yourself.   There  is 
some  excuse  for  him,  since  he  is  a  soldier  and  also  a  talker. 
For  he  talks  more  easily  than  he  thinks,  and,  as  far  as 
thinking  goes,  he  is  satisfied  with  the  propoution  that 
there  is  nothing  like  leather,  which,  for  him,  means  wax. 
He  is,  in  fact,  really  a  kind  of  Bed  Indian  in  a  Pmsnan 
unifinm,  but  without  the  Red  Indian  haUt  of  silence.  If 
he  weie  nniqiie  he  would  be  meiefy  a  curiosity;  but 
nnfntonately  he  to  not  and  ^t  to  why  the  woid  Bern- 
iMitei  has  bem  ooliied,  to  vxjp^m  not  merely  what  he 
wji  ^  Vhat  to  laid  and  thoni^t  by  dl  those  in  evefy 
oamfyef  who  beHeve  m  his  ^)ctr^  <tf  war. 
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BBBMHABDISM  IN  SNOLAND 

Every  one  in  England  is  shocked  by  il  M  b» 
it ;  but  often  it  is  not  the  doctrine  that  shooki  ttem  to 
much  M  his  appUcation  of  it.  When,  in  England,  writcw 
bftT»  pwwjhed  the  inevitabiUty  of  war,  tliey  have  said 
Uuifc  H  was  inevitable  because  of  the  wickedness  of 
Qefmaiiy :  and  so  the  great  mass  of  Germans  have  said  that 
a  waa  inevttabto  baeaoM  d  the  wickedness  of  England. 
And  when  thrfr  €tofMiiaieoi  pirt  tlia  iMfc  artick  ol  Bern- 

hMdim  in  pHwItoe  and  lowed  the  inevttaWe  at  what 
teemed  a  moeMnt  feroualile  to  tiiem,  tiMe  Geimana 
submitted  to  tt  becaoae  they  beBerod  tkat  Bnipaiid  w«dd 

otherwise  force  it  at  a  moment  favomaWe  to  liewiK*  So 
it  happened,  and  seemed  to  prove  that  Bemhaidi  UbmS 
and  all  our  Bemhardists  were  right.  It  was  ineritabie 

because  so  many  people  beUeved  that  it  could  not  be 
avoided.  But  most  of  the  iemhardists  in  each  country 
were  persuaded  to  their  belief  by  the  Bemhardists  in 
the  other. 

Theie  is,  however,  a  higher,  or  lower,  degree  of  Bem- 
hartoi  than  the  mere  belief  that  war  is  inevitable  because 

the  other  coinrtapy  means  to  make  H ;  and  that  ia  Bem- 
hardi»s  own  beMel,  that  tt  is  inevftable  in  the  nature  of 
thingp.  This  Hnd  of  Bemhaidinn  one  finds  latent  in  the 
most  unexpected  places.  Here,  for  instanoe,  is  a  passage 

in  Mozley's  sermon  on  w»',  wWok  B^nhaidi  hlmsetf 
might  quote,  if  he  knew  it.  'There  is*,  Mostey  says, 
*  a  spring  in  the  very  setting  and  framework  ol  the  woiW  ; 
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BERNHARDISM  IN  ENQUkND 

viMBW^MOVvmiilt  MB  ahroji  podiiiii  19  to 
MOfWMBto  far  wiiMmiiig  aww  othmikb  lurtkiMJ  dfcrtit- 
iMtecf  ^wwld;  for  urtaMiiWng  fwh  cwtw  nd 
fafBdiii  Statae  into  mw  groupi  tad  ooiiibiaiitioM.' 
Maoh  of  thii,  be  admito,  k  doe  to  the  ielfish  spirit  of 
eiHiqiiest ;  but,  he  says, '  there  is  an  instinctive  reaching 
in  nLtions  and  masses  of  people  after  alteration  and 
readjustment,  which  has  justice  in  it  and  which  rises 
from  real  needs.'  And  then  he  goes  on  tc  speak  of  '  a  real 

If -correcting  process  which  is  part  of  the  constitution  of 
the  worid,  and  which  is  coeval  in  root  with  the  political 
stmcture  which  it  remedies '  and  '  d  the  fnuneworic 
of  aoeiety  f oned  by  an  inwaid  impiilM  iqpon  ita  own 
improvwnent  and  rectification  \  Thraa  an  alM^  lie  aayif 
wan  of  pngNBi  wUdi,  *  10  laraatliey  are  realty  neooiiaiy 
lor  the  dM  adfaiiftage  of  maaUDd  aiid  growth  of  ioMy, 
haiFe  ft  jwatMcation  in  tlMit  .  jaaon'  r  «id»lail  of  all,  lie 
speaka  of  tiie  judieial  dianotw  of  war,  and  ita  lawfol 
place  in  tba  world,  aa  a  raeanB  of  obtaining  justice,  and 
tdl»  us  that  '  we  should  keep  clear  and  distinguished  in 
our  minds  the  moral  effects  of  war  and  the  physical '. 

In  all  this  he  talks  generally  just  as  Bemhardi  talks 
about  Germany  and  the  immediate  future  ;  and  his 
phrases  have  all  the  dangerous  vagueness  of  Bemhardi. 
How  can  war  have  a  judicial  character,  wlien  time  is  no 
judge,  nnleis  we  assume  that  victory  meana  rig^t  ?  Aim^ 
who  ia  to  say  what  wan  are  jnalified  aa  the  reantt  of  an 
hiatinetive  readiing  in  natioDa  and  maaeea  of  peopfe  after 
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WRBNHA^™«M  IN  ENGLAND 
iaimll««adiHidi«ilMi».  BfNy  iitte  will  feel  this 

b.  liidy  to  perroiidt  IlidI  ^  ti 
inMtincHv^.  Tlikl^liif«*.tl»pb»olMtplOB-irf^iHi^ 
may  be  urged  for  ft  erimiiiia  at  ft  fmm  w|y  AwiW 
be  Bent  to  an  asylum  Zftther  ttaa  to  jftll,  tort  «<*  lot 
a  nation  as  a  reason  why  it  should  itofti  by  fowt  wiMlffW 
it  desires.  And  why  this  glorifiofttioii  of  iMtfnei  fwm 
the  minister  of  a  religion  which  denie.  that  inrttort  k 
either  glorious  or  irresistible  ? 

ft  it  to  be  noted  that  Modey  talks  altogether  in  this 
JiJ^^^  in  ft  TftgUBly  idoiitifio  jargon,  just  like  Bemhardi, 
•ad  be  novw  gl^ee  ui  any  eaamples  of  the  wars  which  he 
would  Jwrtlly  wMi  ^  jMioii.  They  are  not  wars  of 
•^•daieiiee,  for  be  «rtingiiipbee  them  fiom  woh  wars  ; 
Md  tbeiefon  they  •»  Botiw»  ol  Hbention.  which  is 

only  defence  aiitort  ftn  ejliling  The  whole 

passage,  in  fc»t.  ftnioiiiile  to  ft  etiteiBwA  tbi*  theie  •» 

some  wars  which  no  ftmooiit  d  tbtae  on  both  ridee  wonld 

prevent  ;  and  that  is  the  dooteine  of  BeahMcfi,  exeejpt 

that  he  appUes  it  to  most  waw  end  to  ftll  tii«t  GwMny 

chooses  to  wage. 

Now  it  is  true  of  human  beings  that  they  will  not  tiy 
to  prevent  what  they  beUeve  to  be  inevitable.  If  they 
think  that  pestilence  is  sent  by  God,  they  will  not  try 
to  improve  their  dra-- They  will  even  glorify  the 
pestilenoe ;  and  so  it  ut  with  war :  once  beUeve  that  the 
vistnes  of  mankind  axe  powerless  against  it,  and  there 


BBRNHARDISM  IN  ENGLAND 

will  be  no  attempt  to  eaenfae  thoie  virtiiM;  indeed 
«•  ehAtt  be  told  tbat  ibej  MB  Bill  Till- .M  «t  M  telireea 
nrtfam,  but  mm  oowMdiee  cmd  >eiitimeataiity.  The 
ernBoe  of  Bernherdjein  ie  that  whet  aw  vioet  in  piifate 
life  an  virtnee  internationally,  and  rioe  TBfaa.  And  it 
ii  dear  that,  hi  the  oaaee  wUdi  Ifoiiej  apeaha  of  hot 
doea  not  apedfy,  he  would  agree  with  Bnnhanii'a  leale 
of  valnee.  Thie  instinotire  leaohiag  in  nations  after 
alteration  and  readjustment,  he  says,  h&e  iustioe  in  i^ 
It  is,  therefore,  not  merely  an  animal  instinct,  but  a. 
effort  to  do  the  will  of  God,  or,  to  use  othei  Innguoge, 
an  effort  to  fulfil  the  cosmic  process  ;  ur^d  if  an^  other 
nation  stands  in  the  w  :^  of  the  will  of  Gou  or  the  cosmic 
prooees,  as  the  ohoaen  nation  instinotively  approhends 
tbem»  then  of  ooniae  that  ohoaen  nalioii  wiU  Tirtaonaly 
deatvoy  the  obeteaotion.  And  it  will  enjoy  tlie  psooees  of 
dealnietioii  and  iMraiiah  ita  own  hi^xed  of  the  enemy. 

Vxom  the  Christian  pdnt  of  view  you  oannot  iroge 
war  deoratly  if  you  are  a  Bemhardvt ;  for,  to  i  CSutli- 
tian,  war  is  never  the  result  of  these  vague  movements 
aad  ac^nstmeute  and  what-not.  It  is  always  the  result 
cl  sin,  and  therefore  not  to  be  enjoyed  even  by  a  nation 
that  is  forced  into  it  by  the  sin  of  another  nation.  Thus 
when  we  find  people  enjoying  it  and  consciously  indulg- 
ing themselves  in  the  feelings  of  hatred  which  it  naturally 
produces,  then  we  may  be  smre  that,  whatever  their  pro- 
fessions about  that  particular  war  and  whatever  their 
m<»al  indignation  a^punst  th»  BemhudiBm  id  the  enemy, 
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tlwy  tm,  oonM^onaly  of  unoomidoiuly,  Bernhardiito 
tliemMlvw.  IWtlio»tliiiigiwliichM©vioei««  beiipeeii 
private  people  have  beoora»  TirtoM  to  them  m  beiween 
th^  own  iMlioii  and  the  «iieiiiy  iMtiixii.  TWa  i«  no* 
aiiiattercrfaetioiisomiidiaaof  aatateofmkid.  A(%ri»- 
tian,  who  knows  that  to  kffl  is  mmder,  may  y»fc  be 
a  soldier  and  in  war  may  kill  without  losiiig  his  Chiisliaii 
state  of  mind.   War  remains  an  evil  caused  by  sin,  though 
this  particular  war  seems  to  him  a  necessary  evil ;  and 
he  kills  without  fury  or  hatred,  seeing  in  the  enemy 
unfortunate  human  beings,  like  himself,  who  perhaps 
are  driven  to  this  necessity  by  a  sin  not  their  own.  But 
the  Bemhardiat,  not  really  believing  that  war  is  the 
lesnh  of  on,  evm  though  he  olamoiin  about  the  wicked- 
ness <rf  the  emmj,  aooepts  war  as  a  right  and  natural 
process,  and  with  it  aooepts  all  the  ledingi  which  it 
provokee.    He  makes  no  monl  effort  ag^Ml  them, 
because  they  are  proper  to  war,  and  war  is  pcofer  to  Hie 
life  q(  man.  It  is,  in  fact,  »  necessary  ehaogs  from 
peace,  without  which  men  would  beerane  oowm^> 
slothful,  and  sentimental ;  and,  whra  it  cmnes,  we  ob|^ 
all  to  cast  ofiE  our  Christian  virtues  and  our  Chzfattian 
state  of  mind,  and  aim  at  a  state  of  mind  quite  opposite. 

Now  the  doctrine  of  Bemhardism  is  supposed  to  be 
abhorred  in  England,  because  Bemhardi  and  other 
Germans  preach  it ;  and  we  of  course  are  fighting  against 
everything  Goman.  But  the  symptoms  of  Bemhardism 
beteay  thMns^VM  <m  all  sides,  uid  we  may  be  sure  that» 
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wimm  they  axe,  tiie  dootrine  is  alio,  homtiwt  much  il 
may  be  rappwcd  lor  ^  momrat  fael  ^at 

Bncntatt  ia  »  Gwaaii.  We,  for  inatanoe,  aie  tbotlkibd 
at  tht  ChwTBMi**  hamd  of  Kni^wl  and  al  the  maooer 
hi  vUeh  they  abandon  themaetvea  to  it  witii  an  ahnoat 
■Mamal  pleaime.  "BsA  our  Bemhafdkts  thhikthat  it  k 
wkdwd  aafy  beeaa»  it  is  England  that  tiiey  hate.  It 
is,  on  the  other  liand,  quite  right  for  ns  to  hate  Gemany, 
and  they  feel  a  German  glow  of  righteousness  when  they 
do  so.  For  instance,  a  German  paper,  the  other  day, 
had  good  sense  enough  to  protest  against  the  German 
orgies  of  hatred,  saying  that  they  were  *  fundamentally 
tasteless,  and  not  compatible  with  the  future  coK>peia- 
tion  between  the  nations  which  must  come  since  peace, 
at  last,  is  at  least  as  inevitable  as  war.  A  Quistian 
wouW  wekM»ne  those  words  as  making  for  peace ;  but 
a  Bemhazdistr  writing  in  one  ol  onr  daily  pi^eni,  eries 
tiial  Hon  has  not  dnnged  his  ridn*.  TkbFnmt- 
fmkr  iUitmg  mmy  talk  good  snue  and  good  morab, 
but  no  Ei[^gMi  Bemhaxdist  will  beMeve  that  it  does 
so  ezoept  for »  base  motive.  *  ^  Qexman  press 
is  reflecting  tlw  uneasy  official  conviction  that  the  game 
is  up,  and  that  it  is  time  to  speak  softly  to  the  enemy  at 
the  gate ;  or  else  that  their  gentle  words  may  betray 
our  pacifists  into  response.  Either  thought  is  vain.  The 
game  has  always  been  up  so  far  as  Germany  is  con^ 
cemed,  but  it  is  not  over  until  she  is  down — and  out.' 
Notioe  that,  to  this  writer, '  pacifist '  is  ft  tern  ol  ftbuse. 
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«id  tbB  ¥>ny  tbougiit  of  peftoe  is  so  repnkhw  tlwl  Ik 
be|^  to  pcotosk,  iiiignmiiuiitii»%,  agiiDst  ft  beffom  it 
ftr  em  mrationed.  li  any  Qmam  U3k  deoenlty,  it 
is  beoMfle  they  aie  ainid.  Whstsvw  they  do  is  wrong, 
because  they  ate  Omnans,  and  however  vnlgaily  aa 
EngUshman  may  bully  and  thxeaten,  he  is  right  beeanse 
England  is  right  in  her  war  with  Germany.  But  some- 
times the  Bemhardist  mixes  up  his  own  doctrine  with 
a  little  incongruous  cant.  '  Nothing  is  more  exasperating ' , 
says  a  popular  provincial  paper,  '  than  the  spreading 
tendenqr  in  this  country  to  mealymouthedness  about 
Germany  and  the  Germans.  If  allowed  to  go  unchecked 
it  would  become  a  menace  not  only  to  our  present  interests 
but  to  the  fntoie  inteieslB  ol  inteoMifeional  peace  and 
international  good  Hie— by  ewting  among  us  aa  atmo- 
sf^iesB  of  i^iaioiis  awntimwit  towaxda  Genaany,  from 
which  Utb  mSj  one  to  benefit  woold  be  the  cona^ 
a^iiast  wUch  att  weDs  of  sea^araft  must  be  dosed  for 
a  long  time  to  come.'  Here  you  have  the  Bemhazdist 
exulting  in  the  thought  that  he  wiU  be  aUe  to  enjoy  the 
virtuous  feelings  proper  to  war  even  after  peace  is  pro- 
claimed. '  Every  right  British  instinct he  cries,  '  is, 
or  ought  to  be,  in  unmistakable  revolt  against  some  of 
the  windy  platitudes  that  are  being  insisted  upon  in  the 
name  of  the  Christian  spirit.'  No  Christian  spirit  for 
him)  while  we  are  in  the  blessed  state  of  war.  The 
m^agu  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  liave  become  windy 
piatitndes ;  and,  if  he  has  his  way,  ^y  wiU  maaia 
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so  as  long  as  possible  after  peace  has  become  fm  unfor- 
tunate neceiiity. 

The  Arohlrfahop  of  Cauterbuiy  said  last  month  that 
CauirtiiiMi  in  ereiy  land  oogbt  to  be  humbled  at  the 
thooi^  that  CSutotmdom  had  been  nnabfe  to  psevent 
thk  war,  and  that  they  should  be  on  thek  knees  asking 
for  inspizatiim  to  make  the  recarzenoe  of  such  »  oata- 
strophe  impossible.  Whereupon  a  Bemhardist,  in  the 
press,  almost  repeats  the  words  of  Bemhsrdi  himself 
in  protesting  that  war  is  a  necessary  part  of  Christianity. 
Like  some  one  else,  he  quotes  Scripture  for  his  own 
purpose—'  I  come  not  to  send  peace  but  a  sword ' — ^for- 
getting that,  if  we  read  the  Bible  at  all,  there  is  a  moral 
obligation  upon  us  to  use  our  brains  while  we  read  it. 
'  Under  present  circumstances ',  he  says,  '  in  earth  as 
in  heaven  force  is  the  final  remedy.'  But  even  Qeoeial 
BnnhaicU,  mooh  m  he  knew  »boat  this  wozkl,  has  never 
laid  down  the  law  about  the  other,  or  claimed  God  as 
ft  Bendiaidiit.  Be  would  meidy  oodfaie  God  to  Hk 
heaven;  not  rabjectfaig  Hhn  to  ^  law  of  man  then, 
peevUsd  no  ^bct  ie  SMde  to  ^19010  ffis  hatmoBfy  lews 
upon  onr  earth,  which  knows  best  how  to  manage  itsdf. 
Our  Bemhardist  is  less  moderate.  For  him  there  is  no 
room  for  sentimentality  either  above  or  below ;  and, 
according  to  his  doctrine,  God  enjoys  the  spectacle  of 
the  British  Empire  behaving  as  He  Himself  would  behave 
in  a  like  case. 
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Bui  att  th<»  BeinhMdiBm  of  ours  is  imitative  and  the 
nodi  of  »  belief  tiwl  Bemhardimn  in  Geimany  can  only 
be<^poaedlqrBenAaidiMttinlBn|^and.  UtbeOennans 
make  tlnmadroe  ricUenkm  with  their  liymna  of  hatied, 
we  mwt  do  oiff  beat  to  equal  thran  in  f olfy.  One  of  oar 
papers  talka  about  thia  hatoed  of  tb^  *  whUi  aingea  our 

cbeek,  like  a  Uaat  from  Hell  atooia  ibeae  nanow  leaa 

That  would  please  the  German  haters,  if  they  ooidd  read 
it ;  it  would  make  them  believe  that  we  take  their 
melodrama  seriously  enough  to  become  melodramatic 
ourselves.   But  the  same  writer  goes  on  to  talk  Bem- 
hardism  as  no  Englishman  could,  unless  he  were  possessed 
by  the  belief  that  the  Prussian  view  of  international 
morals  is  right  and  our  old  English  view  wrong.   '  The 
Brifeirii  Empire  is  built  up  on  good  fighting  by  its  army 
and  ita  navy ;  tbe  f^iiit  of  war  is  iwto  to  the  Biitiah 
race.*  *W«r  will  never  end  aa  long  as  hmnan  naitiaie 
cm^nea  to  be  bomaa  natnie.  And  war  with  aBite  evfls 
teadiea  ua  mneb  good.  It  rradnda  na  of  the  valae  of 
natkmality  wbtob  in  peace  is  apft  to  be  i<agoMen.  Tbeie 
has  been  in  the  recent  past  a  bonid  disease  of  int^ 
nationalism  which  has  weakened  us  considerably/  and 
so  on.  It  is  all  just  what  Bemhardi  says,  just  what  has 
made  the  German  Government  behave  as  it  has  behaved. 
There  could  not  be  a  greater  triumph  for  German  Kultur 
and  the  German  doctrine  that  war  has  its  right  to  exist 
like  peace,  that  the  passion  for  destruction  is  as  spiritual 
as  the  passion  for  construotion ;  that  hate  is  as  divine  as 
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love.  Noldoe  that  this  writer  enjoys  telling  us  that  war 
wifl  nevw  end  so  long  as  human  natnue  comynnes  to  be 
bsBMHi  atttoie ;  that  is  to  say,  so  long  as  we  oomtii  te  to 
be  no  better  tiiaa  we  m  at  pwsent.  For  Urn,  too,  inter- 
ijatfamsBsm  is  a  hotiid  disease  of  peaee ;  nMk  means 
lea^  that  peaee  itseH  is  a  honid  ^sease.  It  is  healthier 
to  be  oonsokNis  of  the  difieienee  and  hostility  between 
natioiis  than  ol  tiieir  Hkenees  and  friiaidlfaiwsu  Insist 
Qp<ni  the  teet  that  ycm  axe  an  Englishman  and  that 
a  German  is  a  German,  rather  than  npoa  the  fact  that 
both  are  human  beings ;  and  welcome  war  because, 
during  war,  the  enemy  is  an  enemy,  and  there  can  no 
longer  be  any  nonsense  about  trying  to  treat  him  as 
a  friend.  All  the  hollow  politeness  and  artificial  restraint 
of  peace  are  at  an  end.  You  can  now  tell  the  German  what 
you  tilink  of  him.  You  can  exult  in  the  failure  of  the 
sentimentalirts  and  their  depotationB  of  friencbhip,  in  the 
end  of  that  dieaiy  time  dnrmg  which  it  was  aeoessaxy  to 
behave  to  Gennaas  Mke  a  eiviBaed  hnman  being.  Nov 
yon  can  shales  yonr  fist  in  their  faoes.  JS  any  of  tima,  by 
indnstzy  and  ability ,  hav«  won  good  plaoes  in  Bni^aad,  yon 
cm  damonr  to  kim  them  mit  and  feel  thai  yoor  jMlonsy 
is  patriotism.  Them  is,  too,  axk  end  of  all  tiiat  wwiseiise 
which  we  used  to  talk  about  desiring  fyeaoe.  Now  it  can 
be  said  openly  that  '  the  spirit  of  war  is  native  to  the 
British  race  ' ;  as  indeed  it  is  to  every  race  and  to  every 
human  being  who  ^oula  like  to  have  more  than  he  has 
got.    But  in  time  of  peace  there  is  a  peace-convention 
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hj  wMk  He  iM  mtoiiuad  ivom  calling  the  spirit  of  war 
aTiflw;  indeed,  iwnttwpodlll  a  virtue  in  the  individual 
if  hb  diowa  Ik  by  knooldiig  aaollier  iiidividiial  down  and 
taUnghiiwirtdi;  and nylolkai if  be  dim ife meiely  by 
Ufetiiig  aaotber  incttvidiial  in  the  eye  beoMiie  be  didikBB 
the  look  of  Mm.  And  tbb  leeteaiot  ie  hfiawne  to  n»,  or 
to  Bome  of  us,  like  the  xeetiainte  of  deeenoy.  So,  when 
war  comes,  we  deUght  in  the  obanee  to  eeea^  tram  it, 
just  as  men  used  to  delight  in  the  eanotifioalkni  of 
mdecency  at  heathen  festivals.  Bemhardism,  in  fact,  is 
a  kind  of  Paganism.   It  is  the  glorification  of  what  is 
commonly  called  the  natural  man,  thut  is  to  say  of  the 
ii^Mi  to  whom  the  spirit  is  merely  a  thorn  in  the  flesh  which 
be  would  pluck  out  if  he  could.   And  the  essence  of 
Benbaxdism  is  a  delight  in  the  state  of  war  because  it 
ghrw  am  exeiMe  for  w<»diin»i>8        human  nature, 
latber  than  eome  remote  God  towaxde  whom  fanman 
nailam  mwrl  painfully  aepire.   In  time  of  peaoe  tbis 
boman  nalme  k  a  nvdeanoe  and  a  duume,  and  tbe  Can^rite 
bskee  war  Joel  becanie  it  does  give  a  nae  and  a  iaaetio& 
to  all  our  mnegen«Mle  qnaH^.  But  the  BonAardbit, 
being  a  Pagan,  lovei  it  for  that  very  reason  ;  and  you  can 
tell  him  at  once  by  the  relief  and  joy  which  be  betwys 
when  he  can  abandon  himself  to  the  chartered  Paganinn 
of  war. 

It  may  be  thought  that  I  have  made  too  much  of  the 
pasiMgee  I  have  quoted.    From  tlwir  very  language 
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any  one  can  see  that  they  are  written  by  men  ignorant 
and  tired,  who  therefore,  since  writing  is  their  trade, 
take  the  line  of  least  resistance  when  they  write  and 
say  what  it  needs  no  thought  to  say,  and  what  no  violent 
pi^riot  can  call  pro-German.  The  newspapers  are  very 
much  afraid  just  now  lest  any  one  ahoold  aooiue  them 
of  ^UMOiiinigiBf  nm^&ag.  It  k  m  mmth  m  a  writer's 
plaoo  k  msih  to  have  that  eharge  brought  agahurt  him, 
and  il  is  fnely  bfoag^  by  thow  who  bdieve  tlutt  Bn^^- 
mm  will  not  fflce  Geraiam,  unless  they  axe  wonked 
up  into  a  state  of  Geiman  viroienoe.  ThoK/ism,  it 
might  be  said,  (me  should  ignoie  those  things  as  part 
of  ihi  inevitable  folly  produced  by  war  and  the  necessity 
to  write  about  it  when  you  have  nothing  to  say.  But 
there  is  more  in  it  than  that ;  for,  as  we  are  all  more 
or  less  ignorant  and  often  tired,  we  are  all  apt  to  take 
the  line  of  least  resistance  both  in  thought  and  in  actioa 
And  Bemhardism  is  the  line  of  least  resistance,  like  all 
kinds  of  Paganism.  We  need  a  constant  effort,  both 
moral  and  intellectual,  to  believe  that  human  natnxe 
k  not  merely  human  nature,  <Hr  that,  when  it  k,  it  k 
not  adhninbie.  Then  always  has  been  t&t  aU  juen  an 
aUnxement,  not  only  in  the  passions  tbemselves,  but  also 
in  a  i^orifioatitm  of  them.  That  k  the  alhuement  trf 
Psfsnkm ;  and  it  appeak  to  us  aU,  like  soft  turf  when 
we  are  climbing  a  mountain.  In  war,  too,  we  have  to 
make  great  material  efforts,  and  have  therefore  the  less 
eiMrgy  left  for  spiritual  efforts.  We  are  tired  and  a  little 
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afraid.  Deprived  of  many  physioal  luxuries,  we  want 
srane  menial  luxury,  and  we  get  it  in  Bemhardism,  in 
a  senmious  reaction  from  all  the  spiritual  effort  and  the 
^iiifeiial  ideas  that  trouble  us  in  time  of  peace.  Just 
M  »  Mddiaar  k  mott  api  to  piU»ge  after  a  hard  battle 
or  liBflB,  io  we  are  apt  in  war-time  to  free  ooraelves  from 
•idiuNHi  hopea  and  wapoadbffitiaa,  aad  to  aoloy  the 
tlKWihl  that  war  ghrea  m  that  freedom  aa  a  perqoiidte. 
Then  we  liatm  to  those  who  talk  moat  baa^  and  focdiahly, 

as  scddiers,  when  they  are  out  o<  hand,  wiU  follow 
worst  miiaa  among  them.  The  leadnr  of  ^oa|^  ia 
the  man  who  thfadn  least,  the  popular  prophat  ia  the 
one  who  cannot  see  an  inch  in  front  of  Ml  noae;  tiia 

extremest  patriot  is  the  most  ignorant,  the  most  tired, 
the  most  frightened,  among  us.  For  Bemhardism,  at 
bottom,  is  fear— fear  lest  there  should,  after  all,  be  no 
m^t^ng  in  the  universe,  no  sense  in  the  spiritual  efforts 
of  man.  The  Bemhardist  calls  this  fear  facing  the 
foota»  but  his  facta  are  really  a  timid  tbeiny,  the  theory 
that  faith  ^thur  in  Qod  or  in  man  ia  a  very  dangeioiia 
tUng.  Soitia,oritwoiddiiotbefaiA.  It  ia  the  (%iia- 
tiam  wlio  obeya  Mtetnc^'B  command  to  five  danfMcualy. 
It  is  the  Bemhardist  who  grows  angry  at  the  spectade 
of  fab  xaafaaaaa. 
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